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liberalism. It gives us a brief history of Russia's intellectual develop- 
ment in the nineteenth century. The reviewer can not agree with 
Professor Milyoukov's criticism of Miliutin's and Cherkassky's influence 
on the abolition of serfdom. There is no reason to find fault with the 
course of the government in paying little attention to the reactionary 
drafts of the emancipation law as worked out by the provincial landlord 
committees (pp. 266-267). This, however, is an unimportant detail. 
The history of Russian liberalism is followed by a remarkable chapter 
entitled "The Socialistic Idea," which contains answers to many ques- 
tions in which the American reader is interested. This chapter would 
settle many curious current notions about the " Mir," " nihilism," and 
different types of Russian revolutionary socialism. In the last two 
chapters the reader will find a sketch of the inner political situation up 
to Red Sunday. 

Since the memorable slaughter of the peaceful workingmen who 
went to their Czar with a petition, much has changed in Russia. 
Liberties have been granted and withdrawn, massacres openly organ- 
ized with the knowledge and help of the government, whole country 
districts devastated and covered with ashes by punitive expeditions, a 
Duma convoked and dispersed and political self-consciousness propa- 
gated and carried to the home of the poorest toilers in country and 
town. The printing press has not been able to keep pace with the 
rapid tempo of events and the spread and development of political 
parties, tenets and ideas throughout Russia. Professor Milyoukov 
gives naturally no information about the eventful year that has passed 
since the publication of the book. But the events of the day will be 
more intelligible to those who have read this admirable book. 

Vladimir G. Simkhovitch. 
Columbia Universht. 

A History of Egypt. By jAMES HENRY BREASTED. New 
York, Charles Scribner's Sons, 1905. — xxix, 634 pp. 

For the first time we have in one volume a history of Egypt worthy 
of the name ; a history based on the latest results of archaeological re- 
search, written by a man whose knowledge is wide and accurate, whose 
conceptions of human society are a product of comparative study and 
the scientific spirit and who has, withal, the literary gift. It is a vol- 
ume to which the student can turn for information and which the aver- 
age intelligent man can read for pleasure, as he can read his (libbon or 
his Parkman. 
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The amazing growth within the last twenty-five years of our knowl- 
edge of the earliest civilizations is vividly brought home to one who 
turns Professor Breasted 's pages and compares them with any important 
work which, no longer than a decade or so ago, was accepted as " ad- 
vanced " within its class. There is no better proof that our acquaint- 
ance with any ancient people has emerged from a speculative stage and 
taken on the quality of reality than we have when a certain sense of 
queerness disappears from the subject-matter. So long as Egyptian 
civilization awakened in the historical student a feeling of something 
apart and strange, we knew that we were not yet in close touch with the 
vital facts. As depicted in Professor Breasted's pages, Egyptian life 
has ceased to be queer. It is like the human life that we know. 
Social conditions, industry and politics present familiar aspects. The 
history of the people of the Nile valley unfolds in a systematic evolu- 
tion like the history of the people of the valley of the Seine or of the 
Thames. If we did not happen to know that it is the history of a time 
long ago, we could easily imagine that we were reading of scenes and 
events in any generation before the invention of the steam engine. 

Professor Breasted's survey is comprehensive. The introduction, 
book i, includes a careful study of the land, of the sources of our knowl- 
edge of its population and history and of that earliest Egypt of the pre- 
historic period which is of deep interest to the anthropologist. In 
book ii we have a remarkably complete picture of the Old Kingdom , in 
which civilization was born, of its religion, its early industry and art, 
the early social order and the political system. 

That early kingdom of the north declined, and with the rise of 
Thebes and the Middle Kingdom a feudal age was ushered in. As the 
Old Kingdom was essentially like primitive kingdoms everywhere, in 
Europe and in Asia as in Africa, so was the feudal age in Egypt essen- 
tially like the feudal age in Europe and like the feudal age that has but 
recently passed away in Japan. This intensely interesting subject is 
the chief theme of Professor Breasted's third book. 

In book iv we follow the Hyksos invasion, the subsequent recovery 
of Thebes and the expulsion of the Hyksos and the rise of the Empire. 
Admirable is the treatment of the transformation of society and religion 
by the imperial evolution, with its policy of militarism and its central- 
ized administration. The student of sociology would not waste his time 
who should read, in connection with his perusal of books v andvi, Mr. 
Spencer's exposition of the evolution of political institutions, especially 
his chapters on political integration and "The Militant Type of 
Society." The real history of Egypt, as we now know it, is an exceed- 
ingly specific verification of Mr. Spencer's broad generalizations. 
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In book vii we enter upon the period of decadence, the fall of the 
empire and the supremacy, first, of the Libyans, then of the Ethiopians, 
and, finally, of Assyria. Book viii, on " The Restoration and the End," 
traces the history through the final struggle down to the creation in the 
East of the great empire of Persia. 

The student will look in vain for any other one work so well adapted 
as this volume is to give him his first broad ideas and impressions of the 
beginnings of civilization and of the great general tendencies of social 
evolution which have been exemplified in the development of all peo- 
ples, ancient and modern. For such purposes this is a foundation 
book. It presents a remarkably complete picture of the social evolu- 
tion of one great people, in some respects the greatest people of his- 
tory, from the moment of its emergence from the tribal life of barbar- 
ism, through every stage of its religious, economic and political 
development, until its final disintegration. Acquainted with this his- 
tory, the student has a basis for comparative study. He is equipped 
with facts and with concepts of forms and tendencies which he can 
carry with him into any field of historical research and into the broad 
realm of sociological generalization. 

Franklin H. Giddings. 



The Political History of England. In twrelve volumes, edited 
by Hunt and Poole. Volume II, 1066-12 16. By George Bur- 
ton Adams. New York. Longmans, Green & Company, 1905. — 
X, 473 PP- 

Messrs. Hunt and Poole have undertaken the editorship of a new 
political history of England, summing up the results of recent scholar- 
ship so far as they bear upon the narration of political events. Though 
they state in their prefece that " notices of religious matters and of in- 
tellectual, social and economic progress will also find place in these vol- 
umes," chronological and political concepts dominate the selection, 
arrangement and presentation of the facts. In short, this work does 
not depart essentially from the devices of the older historians such as 
Lingard. The fertile and suggestive methods of economics and sociol- 
ogy have made practically no impression on the designs of the editors. 
Although this may be a matter for regret, their enterprise must be 
judged according to the schemes of the projectors. 

The second volume of the series, covering the period from the 
Norman Conquest to the death of King John, by Professor George Bur- 
ton Adams, is a discriminating, accurate and for the most part rigidly 



